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A Famed Sister Visits Campus
Friday morning, February 12,
1960, Sister's Chapel was being 
filled to hear one of the most 
melodious voices of this genera­
tion.
To many, hearing her was a 
new experience; to the others, 
just her name and her fame serv­
ed as the necessary stimuli which 
inspired them to go hear her.
All eyes were turned to the 
North End Stage door at 11:30, 
patiently, but anxiously awaiting 
her appearance. Suddenly a 
booming voice swayed the atten­
tion from the stage door to a 
familiar face «niling at us from 
down front. Yes, it was Dr. James, 
who introduced the guest of the 
morning.
Finally on to the stage came 
the famous singer, and her accom­
panist. One could hardly tell 
whether she were a model or a 
reigning beauty queen. She ra­
diantly smiled at her audience. 
But — beauty was not all. She 
sang beautifully with wide range 
and exquisite control.
Her songs, ranging from Eng­
lish to Spanish, Ave Maria to an 
aria from Romeo and Juliet, were 
immensely enjoyed by all.
Yes! A woman of indescribable 
talent delivered a message through 
song and beauty; a message that 
will long be remembered; and a 
message which will be inspira­
tional to many.
Need I reveal her name? How­
ever, to those who do not know, 
the singer was the Metropolitan 
Opera Star and 1946 graduate of 
Spelman, MATTIWILDA DOBBS.
An orchid to Madame Jackson, 
sister of Miss Dobbs and pro­
fessor of French at Spelman, who 




In connection with their ninety- 
third Founder’s Day, Morehouse 
College presented its Glee Club in 
its Annual Concert Friday, Febru­
ary 18, 1960 in Sale Hall Audi­
torium.
The concert featured numbers 
from almost every period of music 
history extending from the very 
early form of music “All Breath­
ing Life,” from the Motet, “Sing 
Unto the Lord,” by J. S. Bach 
(arranged by Whalum) and “Ten- 
ebrae Factae Sunt” by Giovanni 
Palestrina, to the modem piece, 
“The Celestial Vision” by Paul 
Creston who set the poetry of 
Dante, Whitman and lines from 
the Bhatagauat Gits to music.
The group also sang various folk 
songs. Outstanding among these 
were “Yonder, Yonder,” a Russian 
folk melody arranged by Gaines; 
“Marry a Woman,” a Trinidad 
Calypso arranged by DePaur; and 
Negro Spirituals including “Git 
on Board,” and “His Name So 
Sweet.”
The featured instrumental solo­
ist was Michael Tucker who play­
ed Rachmaninoff’s “Prelude in A 
flat Major,” and “An Excursion” 
by Samuel Barber. The featured 
vocal soloist was Peter Lucas who 
sang Mendelssohn’s “Is Not His 
Word Like a Fire,” and Mell’s ar­
rangement of “Drinking of the 
Wine.” Other vocal soloists in­
cluded Richard Hope, Harvey 
Miller, Rufus Stevenson, Emory 
Jackson, and Benjamin Berry.
HMory3 Wee?0 ' ^’®’ous Emphasis Week
What Are The
Freshmen Doing?
Boys and grades aren’t the only 
topics being discussed by the 
Freshman Class. If we were to 
sit in on a meeting of the Search­
ers, a group of students under 
the direction of Marian Wright, 
we would be amazed at the won­
derful things that they are doing.
We all know Miss Wright as 
one of our Merrill Scholars, but 
only a few of us know the out­
standing work she is doing. The 
Searchers’ aim is to find a better 
understanding of ourselves as Ne­
groes and what our place is as 
individuals in the world com­
munity.
In 1959 Miss Wright came be­
fore a group of freshmen and told 
them of her aims. She explained 
to us that to understand ourselves 
better and know our purpose as 
Negroes we must face reality and 
learn the truth about ourselves.
As a result of this the Searchers 
was formed. The first production 
presented by the Searchers was 
a play based on Negroes’ life and 
culture. Shortly after' this, the 
Searchers presented a Christmas 
Show at the Federal Prison.
Miss Wright hopes to instill her 
ideas in a larger portion of the 
Freshman Class as the group of 
Searchers expands. To quote Miss 
Wright on her aims and ideas, 
“I realize that I am not fighting 
just for myself or my people in the 
South when I fight for freedom 
(Continued on page 4)
Richard Hope, Charles Hall, 
Benjamin Berry and Roosevelt 
Johnson composed the quartet for 
this year. The quartet sang only 
one serious number — the beau­
tiful “None But the Lonely Heart.” 
The other songs were in “Barber 
Shop Quartet” style.
The beautiful harmonies sung 
by the glee club, the dynamic so­
loists and the shenanigans of the
quartet all combined to make a 
very inspiring and enjoyable ev­
ening for every one.
The Glee Club is under the di­
rection of Mr. Wendell P. Wha­
lum and the student director is 
Robert Murphy. The accompanists 
are Michael Tucker and Clarence 
Robinson, Jr.
Eleanor L. Hines
Atlanta University had convo­
cation during Negro History Week. 
The speaker for the occasion was 
Dr. Charles Wesley. Dr. Wesley 
is at present the president of Cen­
tral State College in Wilberforce, 
Ohio. He is also the president of 
the Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History.
Dr. Wesley’s topic was “The 
Defense Against the Concept of 
Inferiority.” He began by dis­
cussing racism as not being based 
upon legal status but upon color. 
He said that science has even tried 
to uphold that there is a differ - 
ence between Negroes and others 
mentally and physically. Printed 
material has also helped to ad­
vance this concept. Pseudo-scien­
tific writers have even used their 
statistics to prove this. The roles 
that Negroes have been forced to 
accept on the stage and screen 
have farthered the idea of the 
stereo-typed -Negro.
Dr. Wesley suggested three ma­
jor defenses against the concept 
of inferitority:
1. Denial and protest by reso­
lutions —- too little attention has 
been given to this avenue of de­
fense.
2. Organized representative a- 
gencies — these agencies would 
publish the truth about the Ne­
gro. Some examples are the Jour­
nal of Negro History.
3. Studies should be made to de­
termine the differences of race 
and what exactly is race.
We should protest against the 
untruths published about us, we 
should distribute the truth about 
ourselves, so as to inform others 
and most of all we should become 
achievers for our race.
Berrien and Wilson
New Exchange
Last week in the University - ----- —--------------------------
Center was one of meditation and i t « A J
inspiration. Each year the Atlanta | IWOrClIOUSG AilG 
University Center takes a week to
bring well-known religious lead­
ers to discuss with the students 
their problems. The speaker for 
the week was Dr. Henry H.
Crane of Detroit, Michigan. He 
began the week Sunday afternoon 
at 3:00 in Sisters Chapel.
Spelman Colleges 
Presented Dr. Snow
The Murals In 
The Dining Hall
We commend you Mr. Cerney 
and your art students for their 
outstanding work on the murals 
in our dining hall! We understand 
that these paintings are the work 
of -different students combining 
their varied talents into two 
great pieces of art.
These students are responsible 
for the new look in our' dining 
hall, adding beauty with culture. 
We salute you: Joyce Maynard, 
Jacqueline Miles, Marecia L. Mo- 
ton, Marvin Neal, David Walker, 
Wilfred Jackson, Delores Ayers, 
Barbara Prather, Barbara Wright, 
and William Greene.
Beverly Pratt
nSpelman and Ski hore Colleges 
are in the process J>f participat­
ing in a spring exchj£ Te program. 
Skidmore in Sars-PpS Springs, 
New York is one tfMhe leading 
women’s colleges in America. The 
purpose for our women going to 
Skidmore is for them to attend 
classes comparable to their own, 
here at Spelman, meet the stu­
dents and faculty of Skidmore, 
and to observe life in a small 
Northeastern town.
The exchange will include from 
six to nine students. The Skid­
more women will be on our cam­
pus from March 21, to the 31. Our 
women will be on Skidmore’s 
campus from April 6 to the 15.
Dr. Zinn has stated that pre­
ference is being given to juniors 
and seniors who possess a com­
bination of good personality and 
good citizenship. It is felt that 
students fro-m the south would 





The speaker for Spelman was 
Rev. J. Archie Hargraves. 
He is the pastor of the Nazarene 
Congregational Church in Brook­
lyn, New York. His talks were 
also centered around “Priority 
Problems.” A unique feature of 
the Spelman program has been 
in past years the seminar discus­
sions. This year the seminar ses­
sions were held as usual. The dif­
ference between this year and 
past years was that during the 
seminar, each group discussed the 
same topic “Priority Problems,” 
from the social, personal and re­
ligious aspects. Although the 
same topic was in disussion. a- 
mong all groups, the results of 
each discussion were unique. 
Heretofore each seminar group 
has discussed a different problem. 
The seminar seems to be the most 
enjoyable and enlightening part 
of Spelman’s Religious Emphasis 
Week program.
During the week of February 
22, Monday through Friday, More­
house and Spelman Colleges pre­
sented Dr. Wilbert snow, distin­
guished American poet and pro­
fessor of English at Wesleyan 
College (Connecticut), as the Wil­
liam Benton Lecturer in Ameri­
can Poetry. Dr. Snow delivered 
a series of five lectures in 19th- 
Century American Poetry as fol­
lows: Monday -— Emerson; Tues­
day — Longfellow; Wednesday— 
Poe; Thursday — Whitman; and 
Friday — Emily Dickinson.
Dr. Snow served as visiting pro­
fessor of English at Morehouse 
College during the academic year 
1954-55. He has also taught at 
New York University, Bowdoin 
College, Williams College, Reed 
College, and Indiana University. 
He has also served as lieutenant 
governor and governor of the- 
state of Connecticut.
The success of the week was 
due to the diligent efforts of 
Rev. Rates and his co-workers. 
Mr. Bullock served as the faculty 
chairman. Mjartha Randall and 
Lendra Taitt served as student 
chairmen. Spelman was represent­
ed on the Joint Religious Empha­
sis Week Committee by Evelyn 
Sterling and Patricia White.
Dr. Crane inspired his audience 
to such an extent that their en­
thusiasm was exhibited in their 
informal discussions during the 




The Spelman Spotlight shines 
on Miss Beverly Pratt, a native 
of Cleveland, Ohio. Beverly at­
tended the public schools in 
Cleveland. After finishing high 
school, she worked as a telephone 
operator for the Ohio Bell Tele­
phone Company.
Beverly has been quite active 
during her short time at Spel­
man. Presently, she is the Presi­
dent of the Freshman Class. Miss 
Pratt is the young lady to whom 
we owe thanks for decorating 
the bulletin boards on campus. 
She says this is one job which 
she' really enjoys.
Aside from her other duties, 
Beverly teaches skating at the 
Y.W.C.A. to a group of students. 
This she does once a week. Bev­
erly has been'skating for two and 
a half years and has won several 
prizes because of her mastery of 
the art.
Miss Pratt has an Art major 
and is undecided about her minor. 
As yet, she has made no definite 
plans as to what she will do after 
completing her liberal arts edu­
cation.
Eva Lowe
A Letter To 
The Freshmen
Dear Second Semester Entrants,
We could think of no better 
way to welcome you to the Spel­
man College Community than to 
address a letter personally to you
Yet we are puzzled as to just 
what to say to you. You, we are 
sure, have already been welcomed 
by your Head-Residents and 
classmates.
We are even rather late for 
dropping hints about the college 
community that may be helpful to 
you, because perhaps by now you 
are well orientated in the Spel­
man society of scholars. Perhaps 
you have already acquainted 
yourself with each building from 
the first floor to the top. Perhaps 
you have already met and learned 
the names of all of the faculty 
members. We are sure that al­
ready you know your way to West 
End and Rich’s. Perhaps, like us, 
you have already learned the 
dining hall menu, and perhaps, 
like us, you have already learned 
which teacher gives the most 
homework and which teacher 
marks on the curve. Also, we are 
certain that you have learned the 
value of chapel services and how 
much it helps to start the day 
with some type of devotional per­
iod. We may not even be able to 
help you in the romance depart­
ment because perhaps by now you 
have already met the choice 
young men of Morehouse.
All these things that we upper 
classmen like -to pass on to our 
little sisters you perhaps already 
know. However, there may arise 
some questions that you may not 
know the answer to. We at Spel­
man are willing to help you, and 
though we are late, we extend to 
you a cordial welcome to the 
Spelman sister-hood and may the 
wholesome surroundings of the 
college community provide the 
type of atmosphere wherein you 
may grow in intellect, in social 
grace, in religious fath, and in 
physical strength.
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By Norma J. Wilson
The honor roll here at Spelman College, I feel, does not represent 
the academic achievements of Spelman Students. The honor roll at 
present is composed of students who have maintained a B average 
with no grades below a B. This practice should be abolished. The 
honor roll I believe should include students who have earned a B 
average with no grade below a “C”. Now this is in practice as far 
as the freshman class is concerned, during their first semester. Why 
couldn’t it be extended?
It is unfair to expect a student to devote herself with equal en­
thusiasm to all of her subjects. A student’s interest, most times, de­
termines how much she will study a particular subject. If a subject 
is a college requirement for graduation and a student isn’t interested 
in taking it, it is possible that her grade will not be an A or a B. 
There is nothing wrong with a “C”. It is a respectable grade. It is 
an average grade In some courses it is a good grade. There is no 
reason why grades cannot be averaged for the honor roll. An A 
should be able to balance a C. What happens to the student who 
makes four A’s and one C during a semester? Of course she is not 
on the honor roll! Is she any the less a “Student” than the one who 
has made five “B’s” that semester? I think not.
Let us look at other schools around us. Do they have the same re­
quirements for being on the honor roll, or do they average grades 
for the honor roll? Would it be lowering our standards any to have 
an average system on our campus? The system of averaging grades 
only allows us to be human enough not to be equally good in all 
our subjects.
The present Dean of Women’s list includes those students who 
have no grade below a “C” and who are good citizens on campus. 
The Dean’s list could very easily include students with higher aver­
ages than these whose names appear on the honor roll. This seems 
to be inconsistent.
As a suggestion, the honor roll could include those students making 
from a 3.00 average to a 2.5 average. The dean’s list could include 
those students with averages between 2.49 and 2.00. I am not saying 
that this suggestion would even work but I feel strongly that some­
thing should be done about the honor roll.
Do you know of any school with the same type of academic honor 
roll as the one existing on our campus? If so please notify me, for 
I know of no such schools. What do you as students think?
Oops, my pen is dry again. /
4 Happy Marriage
What do you think about the 
current trend of reading poetry to 
jazz? Scoffers at this phenomen­
on, such as Nat Hentoff, jazz crit­
ic of “Esquire” magazine, are mi­
nus one sympathizer in Dr. Rosey 
Poole — recent visiting Fulbright 
lecturer on our campus.
Now-a-days a conversation on 
poetry leads naturally to jazz; and 
Dr. Poole, who “sleeps and wakes” 
to the Modern Jazz Quartette (to 
the utter dismay of her London 
charwoman), is no exception. She 
considers poetry plus jazz a “hap­
py marriage.” After all, similar 
marriages appear in the librettos 
of opera and in the German 
Lieder.
Dr. Poole speaks very encour­
agingly to the very, very contem­
porary artist who, she feels, may 
have something important to say, 
which possibly comes out in “stut­
ters” but may well be the “nur­
sery stages” of a new art. She 
welcomes all new trends and ex­
periments in art, and we at Spel­
man welcome to our campus all) 
such inspiring personalities who 
have patience with the artistic 
struggles of our generation.
NOTE: Hear Langston Hughes 
read his own poetry to a jazz 
background by Charlie Min­




And a man said, “Speak to us of 
Self-Knowledge”.
And he answered, saying:
Your hearts know in silence the 
secrets of the days and the 
nights.
But your ears thirst for the sound 
of yOur heart’s knowledge.
You would know in words that 
which you have always known 
in thought.
You would touch with your fing­
ers the naked body of your 
dreams.
And it is well you should.
The hidden well — spring of your 
soul must needs rise and run 
murmuring to the sea;
And the treasure of your infinite 
depths would be revealed to 
your eyes.
But let there be no scales to weigh 
your unknown treasure;
And seek not the depths of your 
knowledge with staff or sound­
ing line.
For self is a sea boundless and 
measureless.
Say not, “I have found the truth,” 
but rather, “I have found a 
truth.”
Say not, “I have found the path 
of the soul.”
Say rather, “I have met the soul 
walking upon my path.”
For the soul walks upon all paths. 
The soul walks not upon a line, 
neither does it grow like a reed. 
The soul unfolds itself, like a 
lotus of countless petals.
The Prophet
^Jlie Codeqe Qid
Upon looking through the SPOTLIGHT Files I happened across 
an article by David Boroff concerning an eastern girls’ college. 
I was interested in comparing the academic life of a girl in this 
particular eastern school with the academic life of a Spelman girl.
The eastern college has an en­
rollment of 400 and a faculty of
70 teachers, and is situated on 
twenty-five acres of land. Dif­
ferences and similarities can easi­
ly be noted. The individual and 
her interests are the central focus 
of the educational process at the 
eastern school. Here at Spelman 
we find that our curriculum is the 
center of the educational process.
“Each student formulates her 
□Wn course in accordance with 
her interests,” says Mr. Bor'off. 
Would that be practical at Spel­
man? I think not. I feel that it 
would not be advisable for a 
freshman student to be permitted 
to select her own courses. In the 
first year, if in no other, an in­
experienced student needs guid­
ance. Would you really like to be 
“turned loose” to select your 
own subjects, right from the word 
go? Although the young women 
at the Eastern College are allowed 
this freedom, they are taking 
courses which strangely enough 
resemble some of our basic col­
lege requirements.
Here is a shock for you — 
they do not receive grades at this 
college. Personally, I would like 
to see this in more of the schools. 
Grades are relative. They cannot 
measure a student’s true worth. 
Someone might want to know 
what criteria companies would 
then use to employ college 
graduates, and graduate 
schools to select students. 
Well, the reliable standardized 
tests could be used; most students 
cram the night before an exam 
anyway. What do they know two 
weeks from the exam, or for that 
matter, the day following the 
exam? If a student wants to 
learn, she will learn without 
wanting a grade. If a grade is the 
end in sight, then the means to 
that end is wasted.
One student at this eastern 
college had this to say, “There 
are no standards here, no grades. 
At first it threw me. Then I real­
ized it was <>r myself. I was the 
standard.” >he is the type of 
student whB is really participat­
ing in edu«tion; not just being 
fed educatjfn. The idea of not 
having anjOtype of standard be­
wilders n® I can understand 
wherein grades would not be suf­
ficient for a standard, but I do 
think that some type of standard 
is necessary. Where does a grad­
uate of such a school fit into the 
competitive society? How does 
she know where she stands in a 
world such as ours?
In their junior year, these east­
ern college students, “define” 
(Continued on page 4)
Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I wish to congratulate you and 
the members of your staff for 
the production of the first issues 
of Spelman Spotlight. I under­
stand that it is the first regula­
tion paper that Spelman has pro­
duced in ten years. Considering 
this, the significance of what 
you’ve done becomes quite ob­
vious.
I was very much impressed by 
the paper, and I hope that the 
future proves favorable to the 
progressive refinement of later 
issues.
Jeff D. Nesbitt 
Morehouse College
Poetry As A 
Guiding Force
It is good to hear a poet speak 
about his own poetry. Only he 
can tell you what he would like 
done with his work. Robert 
Frost, on January 29, at Agnes 
Scott College, gave us his opinion 
on the use of poetry with these 
words: “You can read a poem, 
memorize a poem, print it, inter­
pret it, or even make footnotes 
to it, but do you know what I’d 
like you to do with my poems? 
I’d like you to take texts from 
them—as you would from the 
Bible.”
The idea first struck me as 
being rather presumptuous on the 
authority of the poet. However, 
as Frost proceeded by reading 
several of his poems, I saw that 
excerpts from good poetry could 
very well be used as texts. Take 
for example the following two de­
finitions of home from Frost’s 
“The Death of the Hired Man.” 
Warren, the husband, says, “Home 
is the place where, when you 
have to go there, they have to 
take you in.” His wife dissents 
with, “I should have called it 
something you somehow haven’t 
to deserve.” In only three lines 
perhaps the most important 
thought of the whole poem has 
been expressed. For Warren the 
home is a place where duty is 
paramount, but for his wife home 
is a gift given to one in spite of 
his unworthiness. The difference 
in the way they lived is illustrat­
ed by the way each treated the 
hired man. Applying this text to 
ourselves and choosing the best 
view, we might be able to say 
with Robert Frost in his poem 
“The Road Not Taken:”
“Two roads diverged in a wood, 
and I—
I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the dif­
ference.”
Perhaps we ought to take the 
advice of an 85 year-old man, 
who as a poet, would recommend 
to us the use of poetry to guide 
us in our lives.
Mary Miller
The Critic
H two good dancers compose a 
dance group, then the Benning­
ton College Dancers are a suc­
cess. But if the Bennington Col­
lege Dance group is to become a 
troupe of six good dancers, I 
would suggest that they get a 
good start by beginning with sim­
ple things such as walking and 
disciplined practice. It is unfor­
tunate to say, but without the 
grace of Miss Julie Arena and Miss 
Shannon Theobald, the Benning­
ton College dance group perforins 
no better than our girls after a 
nihe-weeks course in body mech­
anics. Without a doubt, our dance 
group shows more skill and grace 
than this famed troupe.
It is the opinion of The Critic 
that a diet and dance studies 
program would improve the 
members of the troupe. The maj­
ority of this troupe resembles fat­
igued clogs in the rain.
In their favor we must cite the 
well choreographed “EL Grite 
(The Cry) and “In Flight,” not 
to neglect the incomparable par­
ody of Tom, Dick, or Harry. If 
Miss Sholder even decides to re­
tire from dancing, I would recom­
mend that she appear on the stage 
as a pantominist.
Contrary to The Critic, in the 
opinion of many the Bennington 
College Dance Group was “ter­
rific”. Each to his own.
Success Of 
Co-Recreation
In the month of January, the 
Spelman students started the suc­
cessful trend of co-recreation, for 
the 1959-60 school year. The ac­
tivities were held in Read Hall.
During the early half of the ev­
ening the students participated in 
basketball, volleyball, badminton, 
and bowling. Also there were rec­
ords played for those who pre­
ferred dancing.
At 8:30 during the latter half 
of the evening, the swimming 
pool was opened. The observers 
that crowded the bleachers, in the 
swimming areas, had the pleasure 
of observing the beginners swim 
class, the physical education ma­
jors, and members of the More­
house swim team.
On February 19, the Spelman 
students planned another evening 
of co-recreation. But due to the 
Morehouse Glee Club concert, it 
was cancelled and postponed, the 
Spelman students are still looking 
forward to many more wonderful 
evenings of co-recreation.
Nellie J. Kelly
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Spelmanites at 
Wesleyan
Magnolias and dogwood blooms 
will not have greeted the two 
Spehnan girls upon their arrival 
in Bloomington, Illinois. Alas and 
alack, they will most likely have 
to forego the pleasure of grits 
for breakfast every morning also. 
However, I can say with assur­
ance and pride that they will 
have been greeted with sincere 
friendliness and will be spending 
the next few months in a colleg­
iate and permissive atmosphere.
Illinois Wesleyan is a co-edu- 
cational school having an enroll­
ment of approximately 1200 stu­
dents. It is to some extent an in­
tegrated institution since a small 
percentage of the student body 
is made up of racial strains other 
than Caucasian. There are thirteen 
Greek organizations both frater­
nities and sororities—on campus 
which house about 50 per cent 
cf the student body; the remain­
der of the students live in dormi­
tories, private housing, or in 
their own homes.
Although Wesleyan is a church 
affiliated institution, there are 
few demands made concerning 
adherence to religious obligations. 
Chapel is held once a week. At­
tendance is not mandatory. Wes­
leyan women may have dates at 
anytime during the day and until 
10:30 on weeknights and 12:30 
on Friday and Saturday. (Soro­
rities and fraternities sometimes 
see fit to place restrictions on 
these privileges in cases of poor 
scholarship.) Permission is re­
quired for overnight and week­
end leaves; otherwise Wesleyan 
women can go where they please 
with or without male or female 
companions. A comparison can­
not be made between Spelman 
and Wesleyan on this basis be­
cause the two social and environ­
mental settings are at varience.
The majority of the students 
at Wesleyan have expressed 
themselves as being in favor of 
integration. In relation to sorori­
ties and fraternities, the situation 
is, however, rather different. The 
basic structure of these social 
and professional organisms is one 
founded on discrimination especi­
ally in the choosing of their mem­
bers.
In a purely subjective sense, as 
I see it, the problem arises when 
the sororities and fraternities are 
discriminated against from with­
in. By this I mean that because 
of ritual statements (sometimes 
dating back many many years) 
through the influence of alum­
nae, members of Greek organi­
zations are given no choice as to 
which ethnic groups they may 
choose their members from. In 
the hope that the following will 
not prove to be too generalized 
a statement, I would conclude 
from my experience in living in a 
sorority and from my acquaint­
ance with other members of fra­
ternal organizations that the col­
legiate members of these groups 
have relatively few qualms con­
cerning the matter in question. A 
more biased view is expressed 
by the older generation of alum­
nae and national officers—in view 
of this fact, many chapters are 
helpless in trying to change tra­
dition even though a chance is 
desired.
On the whole, the racial ques­
tion is viewed very favorably at 
Wesleyan, and thus the Spelman 
student will be incorporated into 
the full swing of collegiate activi­
ties: the usual campus clubs, and 
organizations, Campus Chest Car­
nival, Greek Week activities, con­
certs, and lectures. The challenges 
have been presented and from 
what I know of Spelman women, 
it wil be accepted and won.
Jackie Walker
A New Idea 
At Spelman
At Bethel College, North New­
ton, Kansas, the exchange stu­
dents to come to Spelman were 
chosen from an interested group 
of students. A committee set up 
by the faculty members chose the 
girls. This committee evaluated 
statements made by the girls on 
why they wanted to come to a 
college in the South and what 
they thought they could contri­
bute to this college. The records 
of the girls were checked, and 
two were chosen to participate in 
the exchange program.
Bethel College is a denomina­
tional school. About seventy-five 
percent of the students at Bethel 
belong to the Mennonite Church. 
Mennonites are a conservative 
group of people. The General 
Conference Mennonite Church, of 
which the two exchange students 
are members, is the most liberal 
group of Mennonites. The Men­
nonites in America, linquistically 
and culturally, have been mainly 
Germans. Some unique aspects 
of their faith are adult baptism 
and non-resistance.
One of the exchange students, 
a junior at Bethel College, comes 
from southeastern Iowa. She is 
Anna Marie Peterson.
Her major is elementary edu­
cation, and her minor is English.
During the summer months 
Anna does volunteer service 
vzork. She has worked in Gulf 
Port, Mississippi, in New York 
State with the migrants, and last 
summer on a mission field trip 
she went to Columbia, South 
America.
Of chapel, Anna says, “It is a 
fine way to start the day. At 
Bethel, compulsory chapel attend- 
dance is three days a week.”
Anna is extremely impressed 
with her teachers and the stu­
dents.
She thinks that the exchange 
program is a very valuable ex­
perience and that it is one step 
forward in the understanding of 
each other by the different races. 
She hopes that she can carry her 
experiences and the atmosphere 
found here at Spelman back to 
Bethel in order to promote bet­
ter race relations.
The Association For The Study
Of Negro Life
In Dr. Charles Wesley’s speech 
during National Negro History 
Week, he mentioned The Associa­
tion for the Study of Negro Life 
and History as one of the repre­
sentative agencies organized to 
publish the truth about the Ne­
gro race. This organization is not 
discussed very often, but it is one 
which, I think, requires our at­
tention.
On September 9, 1915, the As­
sociation for the Study of Negro 
Life and History had its organ­
ization meeting in Chicago. The 
associatio nwas incorporated un­
der the laws Of the District of 
Columbus on October 2, 1915.
On January 1, 1916, The Jour­
nal of Negro History began pub­
lication as a scholarly quarterly.
In 1921, The Associated Pub­
lisher was organized as a publica­
tion and sales agency for schol­
arly monographs, text books, and 
pictures by and about Negroes.
In 1926, the observance of Ne­
gro History Week was initiated. 
The date is always the week in 
which fall the anniversary birth­
dates of Abraham Lincoln (Feb­
ruary 11) and Frederick Doug­
lass (February 14).
(Continued on page 4)
Anna Peterson — Bethel
Martha Thiessen — Bethel
Martha Thiessen, the other ex­
change student from Bethel Col­
lege, is a native of Leamington, 
Ontario, Canada. Actually Mar­
tha is closer in distance to On- 
traio here at Spelman than she 
was at Bethel. Martha also likes 
the Spelman community.
Martha is a sophomore and has 
attended Bethel only one semest­
er. This is because of the five- 
year high school plan in Ontario. 
As her major, she has decided 
on biology.
Martha’s hobbies are bowling, 
reading, and listening to records. 
She has recently read From Here 
to Eternity, On the Beach, and 
Death Road. She is interested in 
the Social Science Club and 
plans to become associated with 
it.
She thinks of the exchange 
program as a wonderful idea and 




The SSGA is in the process of 
developing a Fine Arts Club for 
the enjoyment of each student. Its 
purpose will be to enhance the 
college experience by “saturating” 
the campus air with the liveliness 
of the liveliest arts.
The organization program will 
encompass drama, music, litera­
ture, and the plastic arts of 
painting and sculpture—something 
for everyone. No less enthusiastic 
about the club plans are our fac­
ulty members, who have pledged 
their allegiance to our little “Re­
naissance.”
President Roslyn Pope is in­
terested in seeing the students re­
gain interest in attending city 
cultural affairs such as the At­
lanta Symphony concerts. A trip 
this month to see the musical “My 
Fair Lady” at the Municipal Au­
ditorium is being considered as 
a possible opening project.
For your own enjoyment 
JOIN IT!
Mary Frances Watts
Students at North Central Col­
lege, Naperville, Illinois who 
were interested in the exchange 
program, were asked to volun­
teer. Two of the volunteers were 
selected by the student coordina­
tor on the basis of grade level, 
scholastic achievement, participa­
tion in school activities, and per­
sonality which would enable her 
to fit into the situation.
North Central is a denomina­
tional school. About one-half of 
the students who matriculate at 
North Central are members of 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. This denomination re­
sembles the Methodist Church in 
its line of thought. Both girls 
from North Central are members 
of this denomination.
Sharon Passow, a native of 
Wisconsin, comes from a family 
of five and lives op a dairy farm. 
She is a sophomore, majoring in 
zoology and minoring in chemis­
try and German.
Sharen’s hobbies are reading, 
swimming, and playing the piano. 
She has recently completed read­
ing Marjorie Morrungstar. Shar­
on has a singing part in “Finian’s 
Rainbow.”
Sharon says that our campus 
is beautiful and that she loves 
being here and feels as though 
she has been here for years. She 
likes the idea of an exchange 
program and thinks that it is a 
wonderful experience. Sharon 
says, “Being a Northerner with 
no Negroes within miles, I have 
had no previous contact with the 
race problem. This experience 
will help me to learn more about 
the Negro.”
Sharon Passow — North Central
Mary Miller, an English major 
from North Central, is also a 
sophomore. Her father is a mini­
ster.
Mary thinks that this exchange 
program will be a good personal 
experience for her. This is the 
first time she has ever been in
The AMS Players
The AMS players under the di­
rection of Dr. J. P. Cochran will 
present a hilarious play entitled 
Finian’s Rainbow. This play will 
be presented on the evenings of 
March fourteenth through fif­
teenth for the Spelman students. 
On March sixteenth, seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth, the 
play wil be open to the general 
public.
The play has an Irish air and 
takes place in Mississitucky. It 
features Sharon, who acts and 
sings, played by Judith Owens; 
Finian, played by William Green 
III; and Susan, the girl who talks 
with her feet, played by Marilynn 
Pryce.
Finian’s Rainbow promises 
color and gaiety with Miss Loren- 
zi as choreographer and Mr. Wen­
dell P. Walum as musical direc­
tor. This production will display 
an abundance of talent and con­
siderably variety. It will offer 
gratifying entertainment for those 
interested in plays.
Patricia Smith
Mary Miller — North Central
the South.
Her hobby is collecting and re­
cording folk songs. She likes to 
bowl and is playing on one of 
the intramural basketball teams.
Mary likes to try to know about 
everything. She likes to study 
and finds it fascinating to learn 
foreign languages. She is taking 
German at Morehouse. She likes 
to read and to memorize poetry.
Mary says that the atmosphere 
here at Spelman is more relaxed 
than at North Central. She doesn’t 
mind attending chapel every 
morning at eight. Incidentally, at 
North Central, classes begin at 
seven-thirty.
Jackie Walker — Wesleyan
One of the exchange students 
comes from Illinois Wesleyan, 
Bloomington, Illinois, and is a na­
tive of that state. Illinois Wes­
leyan is affiliated with the Meth­
odist Church. The majority of 
students at Wesleyan are Metho­
dists.
Jackie Walker, who is the only 
senior among the group of ex­
change students, preferred to 
come to Spelman as an exchange 
student rather than spend her 
last semester at Wesleyan. She 
considers the exchange program 
an enriching experience and feels 
that there is much to be gained 
through participation in such a 
program. She volunteered to par­
ticipate in the program.
Jackie belongs to Alpha Omi- 
cron Pi Sorority and lives in the 
sorority house. Approximately 
one-half of the students live in 
sorority and fraternity houses at 
Wesleyan. She feels that, besides 
the enriching experiences incurr­
ed from living with a group of 
girls of your own interest and 
ideals and working toward com­
mon goals, sorority living broad­
ens the sphere of social activities.
Jackie’s major is elementary 
education, and her minor is Eng­
lish.
Her hobbies are water skiing, 
bowling, tennis, and reading. Her 
favorite spectator sports are bas­
ketball and baseball. She has at­
tended a few of the Morehouse 
basketball games and is amazed 
at the enthusiasm shown by stu­
dents at the game.
Jackie finds the academic stan­
dards here at Spejman compar­
able to those at Wesleyan.
Bettie Durrah
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Campus
Highlights
As is usual, Spelman’s campus 
is buzzing with activities. Let’s 
take a look at some of the past 
and future events and activities.
The Freshman Production was 
presented in Read Hall on the 
night of February twenty-seven­
th. It was an extravaganza talent 
show consisting of jazz, rock and 
roll, skits, and some more cul-\ 
tural acts. Brenda Gibson was in 
overall charge of the production.
Members of the Sophomore 
Class and their guests will be at­
tending a closed, semiformal 
dance on the night of March 
eighteenth.
The Sophomore Class is also 
making preparations for its 
production which will be pre­
sented on March twenty-sixth. 
The production is to be in the 
form of a play.
Morgan Hall residents were fet­
ed at a tea by their Head Resi­
dent, Miss Roberta Cifors, during 
the semester break.
Under the capable leadership 
of their Head Resident, Mrs. A. A. 
Howard and their president, Lana 
Taylor, residents of Morehouse 
South have planned and carried 
out several successful activities. 
Among some of these activities 
were an installation ceremony, a 
coke party, several dormitory 
parties, and an open house. Other 
similar activities are being plan­
ned to further aid in the resi­
dents’ social growth and develop­
ment.
The Spelman Sunday School 
has had a very favorable year 
thus far. Plans are now being 
made for the annual Sunday 
School Picnic in May.
Spelman students are urged to 
attend Sunday School each Sun­
day.
The Mid-Week Meeting Com­
mittee has begun a series of Pre- 
Religious Emphasis Week pro­
grams. The first of these was pre­
sented on February eleventh.
The English Club, with the 
Library Club, sponsored a tea for 
Dr. Rosey Poole, on February 
tenth. Dr. Poole, a Fulbright Lec­
turer from London, England, 
spoke twice in Chapel to the Spel­
man students during the week of 
February 7th.
Dr. Charles Wesley, president 
of Central State College, was the 
speaker at the Negro History 
Week Convocation held in Sisters 
Chapel on February eleventh. He 
spoke on the subject “The De­
fense Against the Concept of In­
feriority.”
The Swimming Club is getting 
ready for their annual swimming 
show which will be held April 
29th and 30th, in which there will 
also be participation by the 
Morehouse Swimming Club.
' Other activities for the year 
will include intramural swim 
meets, splash parties, a swim 
meet between members of the 
Spelman and Morehouse Swim­
ming Clubs.
Gwendolyn Eagleson is the 
president of Spelman’s Swimming 
Club which meets every first and 
third Monday nights.
The Physical Education Majors’ 
Club is planning to become a 
member of the National Associa­
tion for Health, Physical Educa­
tion, and Recreation.
A new project of the club, 
which will be getting under way 
soon, will be the formation of a 
basketball and football clinic to 
fully acauaint the Spelman wo­
men with the rules and techni­
ques of the two sports.
The club has formed a basket­
ball team, the PEMS, to play in 
intramural games.
Miss Vogue
Have you observed the well- 
worn path between the gates of 
Spelman and the opposite hedges 
at Clark?
While canvassing the campus 
during calling hours recently, I 
passed Miss Spelman seated on a 
bench in the center of the cam­
pus. I decided to join her and en­
joy the sunshine. As we sat there, 
a multitude of Spelman Women 
ventured on and around the cam­
pus, unescorted. Having been at 
Spelman for several years, Miss 
Spelman remarked.
“Never before have I seen so 
many frustrated and lonely wom- 
men.” Previously Morehouse men 
were stepping over each other 
on our campus. But now, they 
have become almost as extinct as 
the dinosaur. The only time that 
we really see them is when we 
venture to one of the sports 
events. They fail to patronize the 
activities that we plan, and the 
few times that they do come, they 
are not in any condition to be 
entertaining or to be entertained. 
What has happened between 
Morehouse and Spelman (besides 
CLARK, GRADY MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL, A. U., AND MORRIS 
BROWN?)
I list five contributing factors:
Neither has the right attitude 
toward the other. Morehouse men 
are not “conceited,” and Spelman 
women are not “snobs.” Neither 
is “God’s gift to the other.”
Morehouse men are becoming 
younger each semester.
Each has a tendency to be 
possessive of the other.
Morehouse men have lost some 
of their aggressiveness and charm, 
while Spelman women have lost 
a great deal of their femininity.
Morehouse men have discover­
ed that the grass is greener across 
Greensferry Street, especially af­
ter 6:00 P.M. in the recreation 
room.
Since we are equally to blame 
for the present relationship, it is 
up to us to deactivate this crisis.
I would like your opinion and 
suggestions on this problem. 
Won’t' you send your ideas to: 
MISS VOGUE BOX 210 CAM­
PUS MAIL.
Reminder: Morehouse men are 
not here for our entertainment 
and pleasure, and we are not here 
for their convenience.
Recently, Nancy Fesson and 
Ruby Doris Smith were elected 
as secretary and social chairman, 
respectively, of the club.
Watch the paper and bulletin 
boards for further news concern­
ing the carnival that will be spon­
sored by the Spelman PreAlum- 
nae Club for the benefit of the 
U.N.C.F. This activity will take 
place in April.
Esther Benton is acting as presi­
dent of the club in the absence 
of Floris Barnett, who is away as 
an exchange student.
The Granddaughters Club will 
present “The Big Party” in 
March. The presentation will in­
clude the participation of the 
Spelman faculty and staff and 
members of the club. Sandra 
Banks and Agnes Hodge are act­
ing as co-chairmen of the pre- 
duction. The date, time, and place 
of “The Big Party” will be publi­
cized on the bulletin boards.
The club plans to have the col­
lege songs and information con­
cerning the college monuments 
published in booklet form to pre­
sent on Founders Day.
The Snelman Psychology Club 
has become a joint club with the 
Morehouse Psychology C’ub. Field 




From February 5 to 7, 1960, the 
annual Regional Y.W.C.A. Con­
ference was held on our campus. 
The conference included repre­
sentatives from colleges in Flori­
da, Alabama, and Georgia. There 
were some 50 to 60 delegates al­
together.
The meeting began on Friday 
afternoon with registration in the 
lounge of Rockefeller Hall. At 7:30 
p.m. following registration and 
dinner, the first session was held. 
To start the meeting off with a 
bang, an international cast read 
"Cry the Beloved Country.” The 
cast was made up of non-profes­
sionals who volunteered to read 
certain parts. The players were 
from institutions in Atlanta, in­
cluding Georgia Tech, Emory, Ag­
nes Scott, Clark, Morehouse, and 
Spelman.
On Saturday morning, Mary 
Geo. Dean presiding, the Rever­
end Austin Ford Rector, St. Bar­
tholomew’s Church gave some in­
sights on the play. Later, Dr. 
“Life in Africa.” At the end of 
the day, to highlight the entire 
conference, Mrs. Margaret Davis 
Bowen exhibited her African Art. 
Included in her1 exhibit was a 
film that she had taken of the 
Africans—their customs, dress, 
educational system, and homes.
A review of the projects that 
had been undertaken during the 
past year was given on Saturday 
night. The speakers were Miss 
Constance Curry, N.S.A. South­
ern Project, Miss Linda Walter, 
and C. C. Herrman, Jr., Emory 
LTniversity, who spoke in the 
Athens Conference, Miss Marcia 
Perry, who spoke on the summer 
internship, and Virginia Powell, 
who told of her experience with 
the U.S.S.R. Seminar.
The general purpose of the 
conference was to awaken the 
young women leaders of tomor­
row to the many problems that 
are facing them today.
Africa was used as a theme 
because this country is one with 
vzhich we are concerned. We 
learned, as many already knew, 
that the Africans are industrious, 
intelligent, and eager. They are 
eager in many ways; but most of 
all, they are eager to be free.
The needs of students all over 
the world were emphasized — of 
those who have to live on 600 
calories a day, of those who were 
offered financial assistance but 
were forced to reject it. The fact 
that American students have a 
great responsibility to all other 
students in the world was stress­
ed. In order to better fulfill this 
responsibility, American students 
are urged to take advantage of 
every opportunity for develop­
ment in the understanding of 
other people and their problems, 
to be initiative, to be eager, to be 
curious, and to lend a helping 
hand to their fellow man.
Martha Randall
Jeanette Reid has taken over 
the duties as president while De- 
lores Bailey is doing directed 
teaching.
The Social Science Club spon­
sored a tea for Dr. Zinn in honor 
of the publication of his book, 
LaGuardia and Congress, by the 
Cornell University Press, on Jan­
uary seventeenth.
A panel discussion, “Non-Vio­
lence in Vio’ent Times” was pre­
sented hv the chrb on Febrary 
fourteenth in the Abbv Game 
Room T’-p discussant' were Shive
From The 
Pocket of Peola
Fourscore and like seven years 
ago our old daddies came on in 
this seene with a new group, 
grooved in free kicks, and hip to 
the Jazz that all cats make it the 
same. Now we’re hung up in a 
crazy big hassle, digging whether 
that group, or any group so groov­
ed and so hip can keep on swing­
ing. We’re making it on a wild 
spot of that hassle. We’ve got 
eyes to tag a little of that spot 
as a last lay-down pad for those 
who here conked out so that 
group might still score. It’s fran­
tically cool and jivey that we’re 
on this kick. But in a bigger rib- 
ble we can’t shake up, we can’t 
sound off, we can’t even clue in 
this jazz. The cool cats, with us 
and down under, who flipped 
here, have pegged it straighter 
than we could ever mess with. 
The squares will never buy this 
bit, nor dig the lyrics we spiel 
here; but they can’t ever put 
down what those studs did here. 
It’s for us, the on-cats, who ought 
to pick up on those still-wailing 
blues which the offcats who goof­
ed here have blown so crazily 
up till now. Man! Like we really 
ought to be here with eyes fixed 
on this wild gig that still needs 
action, that from those far-out 
D.O.A.’s we get a little higher on 
that kick for which they really 
went and flipped their gaskets; 
that we take in on to set straight 
that these cats shall not have 
kicked off square; that this group 
under George Shearing, shall 
blow a crazy new sound, and that 
a hot combo of the hipsters, by 
the hipsters, and for the hipsters, 
shall not cut out from this scene.
From “MAD”
N, Goyal and Pritpal Singh of At­
lanta University, Ramesh Sharma 
of Georgia Tech, and Dorcas Boit 
and Cecile Ganpatsighn of Spel­
man. June Gary served as mod­
erator.
A current project of the club 
is the assisting of the Atlanta 
Voters League in registering po­
tential Negro voters. The League 
stops all visitors at the courthouse 
and tells them the benefits of reg­
istering to vote. Each college in 
the Atlanta University Center has 
a day on which to assist the Lea­
gue, and Tuesday, between the 
hours of nine and twelve and two 
and five, is the time at which 
Spelman assists. All students are 
asked to help.
The members of the Home Ec­
onomics Club enjoyed a delicious 
dinner at Paschal Brothers Res­
taurant on February fourteenth.
One of the activities for the 
spring will be a fashion show. 
More about that later.
The Dance Club was host to 
the Bennington Dance Group 
who were here on tour February 
21-23. The dance group stayed 
on Spelman’s campus and pre­
sented a recital on the night of 
February 23 in Read Hall. A 
dance workshop was held on Feb­
ruary 21st and 22nd. Rochelle 
Rhodes and Marva Brown served 
as co-chairmen of the reception 
committee.
That’s all the news for now. 
Clubs and organizations are re­
minded that they should submit 
any news they would like to have 
published to any member of the 
staff two weeks before the paper 
goes to press.
Barbara Adams
Negro Life and History
(Continued from page 3)
On October 1, 1937, The Negro 
History Bulletin was published. 
This school-level and study-club 
publication is issued monthly (Oc­
tober-June).
In 1950 the prolific scholar and 
dynamic founder, Carter G. Wood- 
son, passed away after thirty-five 
years of devoted, service to leave 
a heritage, legacy, and spiritual 
mandate whic hthe present non- 
salaried staff of the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and 
History seeks to preserve and to 
expand.
These are just a few of the facts 
about one organization that is 
striving for the advancement of 
the Negro. There are many other 




(Continued from page B)
themselves — until this time they 
have been free to indulge most of 
their interests. I don’t want to 
give the impression that until the 
Junior year the students have 
been absolutely free to select 
their courses. They do not have 
a prescribed program such as we 
do, but they do have tutors or 
“dons” to guide them.
Students at this eastern insti­
tution take only three courses a 
semester and receive five credits 
for each. Some of the classes meet 
only once a week for a two-hour 
period. The reasoning behind this 
is that the student should be giv­
en time to read. Their classes are 
very small (seminar size). The 
students have weekly conferences 
with instructors, and they also 
have individual projects. I would 
like to have time to really in­
dulge myself in reading some 
good books!
The stress at this exclusive col­
lege for women is on intellectual 
curiosity. What rates around 
Spelman? I need not say.
Spelmanlena
What Are The Freshmen 
Doing?
(Continued from page I)
and equality. I see that I aid the 
African and the Asian in their 
struggle for self-realization by my 
exafnple, as I push the cause of 






With the arrival of the new 
dining hall manager, Mr. Richard 
Mann, the meals have improved 
greatly.
' Each meal of the day is full of 
unexpected treats. One day we 
may have pork chops, another day 
chiffon pie, and still another day 
barbecued pork or chicken. These 
little surprises make our meals 
more enjoyable. They keep us 
guessing from meal to meal what 
special dish we may expect next. 
Some days we need not guess, for 
when the wind is in the right di­
rection, the aroma of tempting 
food is wafted. Because of this, 
we need not be reminded of the 
meal hour. Whenever you see a 
group of girls hastening towards 
Morgan Hall, you will know that 
it is time to eat.
The meals are tasty, full of col­
or, and nourishing at the same 
time. Many of the girls are count­
ing calories, but find the attrac­
tive meals difficult to resist.
We salute Mr. Richard Mann 
and his able assistants for prepar­
ing such superb meals.
